FPCUG Notes for January 2021
Editor: Frank Fota (fotafm@gmail.com)

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS (7:00 PM - Falmouth Firehouse, Butler Road):
The Board of Directors met via the Zoom video teleconference app on December 8th,
2020. The board will again meet via Zoom on January 12th, 2021. The FPCUG will
resume in-person meetings in the future; subject to State and CDC guidelines.

-- Fri, Jan 1:

Happy New Year!

-- Thurs, Jan 7: All About Your Computer (Robert Monroe)
Start the New Year right by sharpening your Zoom skills! Robert Monroe will be hosting
the first virtual FPCUG All About Your Computer Workshop on the ins and outs of using
Zoom on January 7th at 7 pm. Robert will discuss some of the essential features of
Zoom. If there is time, he will be glad to address any specific computer-related questions
you may have. If you have a specific question, please send it in advance to Robert
at robert@monroedavis.com. You can join the Zoom meeting at the following URL:
https://zoom.us/j/99274685655?pwd=aHFEbFMwRVdqL3VzTmdDNm41QlA5UT09
Meeting ID: 992 7468 5655 Passcode: 451537
-- Mon, Jan 18:

Martin Luther King Day!

FPCUG VIRTUAL HOLIDAY PARTY
The FPCUG celebrated the Holidays
online via Zoom on December 10th,
2020. This was the first virtual meeting
to include all FPCUG members. Eight
of our members participated. Jon
Beckett participated but is not pictured
in the photo at left. We had a lot of fun
visiting and playing a Christmas trivia
game that Carolyn found printed in the
Fredericksburg Freelance Star.
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THE ALL DIGITAL CONSUMER ELECTRONICS SHOW FOR 2021
The annual Consumer Electronics Show (CES) will be
strange this year. But strange is par for the course in the
age of COVID-19. An all-digital (virtual) conference is
being held from January 11-14, 2021. The Consumer
Technology Association’s President and CEO, Gary
Shapiro, and CES Executive Vice President Karen Chupka will kick off CES 2021. They
will discuss tech trends that are shaping the future, how innovation has accelerated in
2020, and how to get the most out of the CES 2021 all-digital experience. The entire
agenda can be reviewed here. Keynote speakers include:
- Verizon Chairman and CEO, Hans Vestberg, will discuss 5G as essential future tech.
- General Motors Chairman and CEO Mary Barra will present GM's strategy to advance
mobility for communities around the world as part of an all-electric future.
- AMD President and CEO, Dr. Lisa Su, will present AMD’s vision for the future of
research, education, work, entertainment, and gaming, including AMD’s portfolio of highperformance computing and graphics solutions.
- Best Buy’s CEO, Corie Barry, will discuss her vision for the future of tech, leading
through the pandemic, and why diversity and inclusion are good for business.
- Dan Roth of LinkedIn News, Michael Miebach of Mastercard, and Julie Sweet of
Accenture will present “The Future Reimagined.”
- Microsoft’s president, Brad Smith, will discuss Microsoft’s impact on society and its
direction for the future.
- Michael Kassan of MediaLink and Ann Sarnoff of WarnerMedia Studios and Networks
Group will discuss evolving consumer viewing habits and entertainment in a postpandemic environment.
- Walmart’s CEO, Doug McMillon, will discuss how the turbulent nature of 2020 reinforced
the company’s focus on creating meaningful value for all – from shareholders and
suppliers to customers and employees.

APPLE M1 VERSUS 11th GEN INTEL CPU AND AMD’S RYZEN 4000
Some Apple enthusiasts claim the new
Apple M1 processor has made the PC
obsolete. Executive Editor at PC World,
Gordon Mah Ung, tested a MacBook
Pro M1 against a bevy of Windows 10
laptops to see if the hype over the M1 is
warranted. Published MacBook Pro
testing results were used for comparison
purposes. The bottom line in the
comparison of processors is that the
hype is not currently warranted. Intel and AMD produce Central Processing Units (CPUs)
for less and perform better. However, Apple has produced an innovative and competitive
design that can be described as a computer on a chip. The CPU, graphics processing
unit (GPU), and random-access memory (RAM) are all incorporated on the same chip.
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The Apple M1 chip is fabricated on a 5-nanometer die; Intel continues to have trouble with
7-nanometer fabrication. The smaller fabrication process means smaller transistors and
more of them per unit area. The CPU and GPU on the Apple M1 have 8 cores. Apple
places either 8GB or 16GB of RAM on the chip and a 16-core Apple neural engine that
helps with machine learning tasks like facial recognition. Since the M1 is a first-generation
processor, faster and better-performing chips are anticipated in the future. Apple’s rollout
of M1 chips should spur innovation at Intel, AMD, and perhaps Qualcomm. The
competition among manufacturers will benefit consumers with better performing
processors at reduced costs. Writing for AskWoody.com, Will Fastie sums up Apple’s
introduction of the M1 as, “…the first blow in what will be an evolving battle with Wintel,
one that could make Apple a much bigger player in the personal-computer world.”

WINDOWS 10X
You are probably thinking that another
feature upgrade to Windows 10 is being
released and the naming conventions
have again changed. Windows 10X is
not an upgrade to Windows 10. Writing
for Gizmodo, David Nield says that
Windows 10X is,” specifically designed
for dual-screen and lightweight, low-cost
devices.” Microsoft intended for the
new operating system to run on the
now-delayed Surface Neo (at right).
However, Microsoft will release Windows 10X for
convention low-cost systems and add support for
dual-screen devices in the future. Windows 10X is
not built from Microsoft’s existing software. It
incorporates a new core (Windows Core OS) that
can be engineered to run on different devices and
form factors. Windows 10X will not initially support
Win32 applications. That support is also planned
for the future but all Win32 apps (programs) will
run in a protected container similar to the Windows
Subsystem for Linux. This will enhance security
and limit the app’s impact on OS performance and
battery life. The Surface Neo may show up in
2021. Microsoft has been silent in this regard.
Mr. Nield says that “We will see at least some Windows 10X products in 2021, though,
with education and enterprise markets first in line, and consumer devices following
afterwards.” Windows 10X will shed much of the bloat present in previous versions of
Windows and the support for legacy devices. It will truly be redesigned from the core up.
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DATA PRIVACY DAY 2021
Data Privacy Day is January 28th. It began in the United States in 2008 as an extension of
the annual celebration in Europe. The day marks the 1981 signing of the first legally
binding international treaty for privacy and
data protection. The National Cyber
Security Alliance (NCSA) officially runs the
Data Privacy Day campaign. A
distinguished advisory committee of privacy
professionals advises the NCSA about
current privacy issues and the campaign is
aligned each year with these issues. Many
people are unaware of how their data is
being used, collected, and shared. The
theme for Data Privacy Day this year is,
“Personal information is like money. Value it. Protect it.”
The Cyber Security & Information Systems Information Analysis Center (CSIAC)
Encourages individuals to take action and suggests the following:
You can help create a global community that respects privacy, safeguards data, and enables trust.
You can help teach others about privacy at home, at work, and in your community.
At Home
Talk with your family and friends about ways to stay safe online.
Remind them that PERSONAL INFORMATION IS LIKE MONEY. VALUE IT. PROTECT IT. Learn
about and understand how your personal information is collected through apps and websites.
Also, ask them to SHARE WITH CARE. Think before posting about yourself and others online.
Consider what a post reveals, who might see it and how it could be perceived now and in the future.
At Work
Help all employees understand the role that they play in making sure privacy is achieved and
maintained.
Make sure that employees are keeping a clean machine. Having the latest security software, web
browser, operating system and device is the best defense against viruses, malware and other online
threats.
In Your Community
Share your privacy based knowledge by volunteering in a local school, senior care facility or faithbased organization. Use free resources below to help you spread the word.

For more information, I recommend that you check out the consumer resources that the
Cyber Security & Information Systems Information Analysis Center provides here.
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RUSSIAN(?) HACK A “GRAVE RISK” TO GOVT. AND PRIVATE NETWORKS
And speaking of data privacy… the nation’s Cybersecurity and Infrastructure Security
Agency (CISA) warned that the previously undetected data breach into US and other
computer systems poses a grave threat to government and private networks. The hacked
included the Department of Energy. It was initially reported that the hackers used the
network management software from Texas-based SolarWinds to gain access to targeted
computer networks. According to a CISA new alert, the attackers may have used other
methods, as well. Ben Fox of the Associated Press interviewed a U.S. official who spoke
on condition of anonymity saying, “This is looking like it’s the worst hacking case in the
history of America,” the official said. “They got into everything.” Although the Treasury
Department (i.e., the Internal Revenue Service) was among the agencies hacked, experts
involved in the hack response believe it unlikely that the hackers were interested in
taxpayer data and more likely the attack targeted sensitive national security systems and
data. I am watching the news for additional information. I recommend that you do as well.

AFTER CHRISTMAS SALES THAT CAN SAVE YOU $$$
You might think that the COVID-19 pandemic would curtail American spending for the
holiday season. If the estimated $12.7 billion in Black Friday sales were any indication, a
22% year-over-year growth in consumer spending compared to 2019, the pandemic will
have little impact on holiday sales other than to shift a greater portion of it to online sales.
After-holiday sales should produce additional revenue for retailers and bargains for
consumers. Pandemic or no, after Christmas sales, offer buying opportunities. In my
search for after Christmas sales, I found an exceptional article, or list of lists, compiled by
Chelsea Stone at CNN underscored. Ms. Stone says, “All the presents under the tree
have been unwrapped, but that doesn’t mean the time for shopping is over.” She lists
after Christmas sales from most major retailers and separate lists categorized for (1)
home and health, (2) fashion and beauty, and (3) tech and electronics. Promotional codes
are included for additional savings. I purchased several computer cases and power
supplies on sale at Newegg.com. 😊😊

HOW TO CHANGE DESKTOP ICON SIZE
Cyn Mackley of Cyn Mackley’s Tech Tips, says, "Hold down the Ctrl key while moving the
scroll wheel on your mouse. Scroll in one direction and the icons get big. Scroll in the
opposite direction and they’ll get tiny." :-)
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BEST SMARTPHONE CAMERA 📸📸
Most people buy their smartphones based on cost and their availability via their phone
service provider (e.g., Verizon, AT&T, T-Mobile, etc.). Others are fans of a particular
manufacturer (e.g., Apple, Samsung, Google, Motorola, LG, OnePlus, etc.). Like many
people, I bought my phone because it takes great photos, even in low light. Staff writer
Adam Ismail at Tom’s Guide presented a great review of phone cameras that was based
on in-depth testing of the phones and the images they produced. Tom’s Guide rates the
iPhone 12 Pro Max ($1,099) as the best camera phone you can buy. The Google Pixel 5
($699) comes in second. However, the same camera arrangement is available on the
Pixel 4a 5G for only $499. Check out the list from Tom’s Guide. I prefer a camera for low
light photography and I believe the Google Pixel produces superior low light images. The
images of my home below were taken after dark using a Google Pixel 3 XL. The photo at
right was taken using Google’s Night Sight feature. The images speak for themselves.

NOTE… the FPCUG does not endorse products or services of any kind .
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Photo of the Month
My Tortoiseshell Cat - Jett

Photo by Frank Fota – In the basement of my home (Pixel 3 XL smartphone camera)
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– Unnamed –

Graphic Design (fractal) by Cliff Dalseide

Please feel free to submit photos or graphics designs for inclusion in our newsletter!
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EVENTS IN COMPUTER HISTORY
(Paraphrase and additions to the Iceni Technology Blog by Iceni Technology Contributor Rebecca
Coe and historical data from the websites www.computerhope.com/history/, dayi-ntechhistory.com,
computerhistory.org, and www.historyorb.com/)

-- Jan 1 -Computers continued to work and the world did not end on
January 1, 2000, as some feared might happen due to the year
2000 bug. The Year 2000 bug was predicted to wreak havoc
with IBM computers using a two-digit year date stamp.
-- Jan 1 -Hewlett Packard was founded in a garage in Palo Alto, CA by Bill
Hewlett and David Packard (1939). The company remains in
Palo Alto in much nicer buildings.
-- Jan 2 -Bill Gates, Paul Allen, and Monte Davidoff announced Altair BASIC (1975). It
was Microsoft's first product (as Micro-Soft). Altair BASIC was the start of the Microsoft
BASIC product range.
-- Jan 3 -Apple Computer, Inc. was incorporated (1977) by Steven Jobs and Stephen
Wozniak.
-- Jan 4 -The HP-35 was introduced by Hewlett-Packard (1972). It is the first scientific
handheld calculator and ended the reliance on slide rules. The HP-35 was
named for its 35 keys, weighed nine ounces, and sold for $395.
-- Jan 7 -Ivan Sutherland introduced the Sketchpad submitting his Ph.D.
thesis to MIT (1963). Using the Sketchpad, a user could create
and manipulate graphical figures with a light pen. Mr. Sullivan’s
thesis is the basis for later graphical user interfaces and is
considered one of the seminal papers in computer science.
-- Jan 7 -Commodore International released the Commodore 64 (1982). It
featured a 6510 processor, 64KB RAM, 20 KB ROM, and
Microsoft BASIC for $600.
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-- Jan 9 -Apple introduced iTunes (2009) at the Macworld Expo in San Francisco, for organizing
and playing digital music and videos.
-- Jan 12 -In Arthur C. Clarke's 2001: A Space Odyssey, the fictional HAL 9000 computer
became operational. In the 1968 movie, the computer states, "I am a HAL
9000 computer, Production Number 3. I became operational at the HAL Plant
in Urbana, Illinois, on January 12, 1997." The fictional HAL will soon be 21 .
In reality, no sign of a super-intelligent, human-like HAL computer is in sight.
-- Jan 15 -Ralph Baer patented the first video game system (1968). His “Brown
Box” system, wrapped in brown tape to simulate a wood veneer, was
licensed to Magnavox and after being renamed the Magnavox
Odyssey, the console was released to the public in 1972.
-- Jan 15 -On Jan. 15, 1990, AT&T experienced serious long-distance telephone connection
problems due to a computer glitch (i.e., a cascade switching failure).
-- Jan 16 -Apple launched the Macintosh Plus on Jan. 16, 1986. This third Macintosh
model débuted at an introductory price of $2,599. It was the first Mac
model to contain a SCSI port that allowed users to hook up external
devices such as tape drives and hard disks. It was also the first Mac that
could run the System 7 OS.
-- Jan 18 --

Time Magazine’s first cover dedicated to video games was printed with the
title "Video Games Are Blitzing the World." (1982)

-- Jan 19 -Apple launched the Apple Lisa (1983). Lisa" stood for "Local
Integrated Software Architecture." It was also the name of Apple
co-founder Steve Jobs' daughter. Lisa was the first commercial
computer with a Graphical User Interface (GUI). Before the
Apple Lisa, computers were text-based. The final revision of Lisa
(Lisa 2/10) was modified, rebranded, and sold as the Macintosh XL. Working Apple Lisa
computers are rare and collectible. A working Apple Lisa can fetch $2,500 on eBay.
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-- Jan 19 -Launched in 1989, the Macintosh SE/30 was powered by a Motorola
60030 CPU, had 128Kb RAM, a built-in hard drive, and a 1.4Mb
floppy that could read PC disks. The Macintosh SE/30 sold for 2
years (1989-1991). It was the fastest and most expandable of
Apple’s black and white compact computers.
-- Jan 21 -The domain twitter.com was established (2000).
-- Jan 23 -Robert Noyce conceived of the idea for a practical integrated circuit on
Jan. 23, 1959. As a co-founder and research director of Fairchild
Semiconductor, Robert Noyce was responsible for the initial
development of the silicon mesa and planar transistors, which led to
commercially applicable integrated circuits. In 1968, Noyce went on to
found Intel Corp. with Gordon Moore and Andy Grove.
-- Jan 24 -Steve Jobs introduced the Macintosh 128K (All-in-One Computer)
on Jan. 24, 1984. Initially released as simply the “Apple
Macintosh,” the Macintosh 128K was the first mass-market
personal computer featuring an integral graphical user
interface and mouse. When the Macintosh 512K was released, it
was renamed the Macintosh 128K, to differentiate between the
two. The Macintosh 128K was discontinued in October 1985. It
originally cost $2,495.
-- Jan 25 --

Thomas T. Goldsmith Jr. and
Estle Ray Mann filed patent
#2,455,992 describing one of
the first computer games, an
artillery simulator, played on a
CRT on Jan. 25, 1947.
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-- Jan 25 -A robot killed a Michigan autoworker. 25-year old Robert Williams was the first human to
be killed by a robot. The accident at the Ford Motor Company resulted in a $10 million
lawsuit. The jury deliberated for two-and-a-half hours before announcing the decision
against Unit Handling Systems, a division of Litton Industries. It ordered the manufacturer
of the one-ton robot that killed Williams to pay his family $10 million. The robot was
designed to retrieve parts from storage, but its work was deemed too slow. Williams was
retrieving a part from a storage bin when the robot's arm hit him in the head, killing him
instantly. In the suit, the family claimed the robot had no safety mechanisms, lacking even
a warning noise to alert workers that it was nearby.
-- Jan 26 -Lotus 1-2-3 was released on
Jan. 26, 1983. IBM now owns
Lotus. The Lotus 1-2-3
program was known as the
IBM PC’s first “killer
application.” A killer
application is defined as being
so essential that it proves the
core value of some larger
technology that consumers
would buy just to run the
application (e.g., the IBM PC
and/or the IBM OS/2). Lotus
1-2-3 had a spreadsheet, basic
database, and integral
graphing/charting.
-- Jan 30 -Microsoft Windows Vista and Office 2007 were both released on January 30, 2007. Vista
was not well received. It was found to contain bugs that users and IT professionals
believed should have been eliminated during the development process. Office 2007
received generally positive reviews.
-- Jan 30 -The Commodore 128 was released (1985). The
Commodore 128 was the last machine Commodore
Business Machines (CBM) released commercially. It
was discontinued in 1989. Due partially to strong
competition in the personal computing market by IBM
and Apple, the company went bankrupt in 1994.
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-- Jan 30 -Jerry and David’s guide to the World Wide Web (better known as Yahoo!) launched
(1994). The name “Jerry and David’s guide to the World Wide Web” refers to founders
Jerry Yang, who resigned in 2012, and David Filo. The name was changed 3 months
after launch to Yahoo! The yahoo.com domain was created in 1995.
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Who's Who in the FPCUG
Officers
Office

Name

President
Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer

* Email Address

Patrice Davis
Bill Farr
Frank Fota
Rick Neil

president@fpcug.org
vicepresident@fpcug.org
secretary@fpcug.org
treasurer@fpcug.org

Directors and Trustees
Office

Name

* Email Address

Directors

Josh Cockey

directors@fpcug.org

Trustees

Ed Alexander
Robert Monroe
Jon Beckett
Vacant
Johnny Creech

trustees@fpcug.org

“Agent of Record”

Chairmen & Representatives
Office

Name

APCUG Representative
Newsletter Editor
Webmaster
Publicity Representative

Frank Fota
Frank Fota
Josh Cockey
Carolyn Fota

* Email Address
apcug_rep@fpcug.org
newsletter@fpcug.org
webmaster@fpcug.org

Special Interest Workshop Leaders
Office

Name

* Email Address

Technology
Windows All

Josh Cockey
Jim Hopkins

technology_sig_leader@fpcug.org

Experimax

Various Experimax Employee's

Request Info.

All About Your Computer

Robert Monroe

aboutcomputer_workshop_leader@fpcug.org

windows_sig_leader@fpcug.org

* NOTE: A server error on the site that hosts our webpages has broken email links.
We continue to work with the web hosting company to resolve this issue. If you need to
contact an FPCUG Board member, feel free to contact me at fotafm@gmail.com and I will
forward the email as appropriate.

FPCUG Facebook Page
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