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FPCUG Notes for January 2017 
Editor:  Frank Fota ( fotafm@gmail.com ) 

 

JANUARY EVENTS (7:00 PM -- Falmouth Fire House, Butler Road): 
-- Sun, Jan 1:  Happy New Year! - 2017  
   We welcome things that have never been... 
-- Tues, Jan 3: Technology Workshop (Josh Cockey) 
-- Thu, Jan 5: Internet Workshop (Ray Pollock) 
-- Tues, Jan 10: BoD Meeting (Roger Shirmer, Presiding) 
-- Thu, Jan 12: General Meeting.  Andre G. Pineda, a Partner and Vice President with Cary 
Street Partners in Fredericksburg, Virginia, will talk about “Your Financial Journey.”  Financial 
issues, such as: goal setting, budgeting, taxation and investment methods will be discussed. 
Mr. Pineda is a long time financial advisor who worked at Legg Mason Wood Walker, Inc. and 
Wachovia Securities prior to joining Cary Street Partners.   Before becoming an advisor, he was an 
attorney at the Federal Election Commission and the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban 
Development.   He lives in Fredericksburg with his wife and two children who attend Virginia Tech 
and Walker-Grant Middle School, respectively.  Mr. Pineda is active in several non-profit 
organizations.  He is presently Chairman, Fredericksburg Area Museum and Cultural Center as well 
as past Treasurer and board member of the Rappahannock Big Brothers, Big Sisters.  He is active 
with the Mid-Atlantic Hispanic Chamber of Commerce and the National Down Syndrome Society. 
-- Tues, Jan 17: Windows 8 & 10 Workshop (Ed Alexander) 
-- Tues, Jan 24: All About Your Computer Workshop (Kay Pollock) 
-- Thu, Jan 26: Windows All Workshop (Jim Hopkins) 
 
FPCUG CHRISTMAS PARTY RECAP 

 
The FPCUG Holiday Party was again a resounding success.  Most of our members attended.  
Thanks go out to all involved and especially Shirley Hardisty who is primarily responsible for 
refreshments at our general meetings  
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Poinsettias were again given as door prizes (winners pictured above) 
 

 
 
 

Food and drinks were abundant and enjoyed by all.  The FPCUG gave 
the leftovers to surprised Firefighters at the Falmouth Firehouse where 
the Holiday Party and our meetings take place.  The FPCUG 
additionally raised funds for the Fredericksburg Regional Food Bank.   
 
 

OUT WITH THE OLD… IN WITH THE NEW 
NOTE:  I thought I would resurrect this article from last year's newsletter.  It remains applicable today. 
Understanding your love for all things Tech, you likely received new computers, phones or 
other high tech electronic gadgets for Christmas.  You could always give your old devices 
to friends and family or you could donate them to a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization for the 
tax write-off.  Before deciding to be benevolent, consider what your old Tech might be 
worth.  Writing for CNET, Jason Cipriani suggests five sites to turn used electronics into 
cash: Amazon Trade-In, Best Buy Trade-in, Nextworth, Gazelle and eBay. 
 
SeaMonkey 2.46 INTERNET SUITE 
SeaMonkey is an open-source Internet Suite that includes a web browser, e-mail and chat 
client.  As an email application, there are viable alternatives to SeaMonkey.  But if you 
dislike the idea of storing your email in the cloud and haven't considered SeaMonkey, 
check out the latest release.  SeaMonkey 2.46 provides improved hardware acceleration 
and support for HTML5 and JavaScript.  Support for HTML5 means SeaMonkey will play 
full-screen video on YouTube and similar websites.  SeaMonkey is available in 26 
languages for Windows, Mac OS X and Linux.  Download SeaMonkey 2.46 here. 
 

http://www.cnet.com/how-to/five-web-sites-that-turn-your-used-electronics-into-money/
http://www.amazon.com/gp/help/customer/display.html/ref=sr_1_1_acs_h_1?ie=UTF8&nodeId=200302930&qid=1451667274&sr=8-1-acs
http://www.bestbuy.com/site/misc/best-buy-trade-in/pcmcat133600050011.c?id=pcmcat133600050011
http://www.nextworth.com/
https://www.gazelle.com/
http://www.ebay.com/sell/
http://www.seamonkey-project.org/releases/


3 
 

INSIDE NORTH KOREA'S WEBSITES 
I recently read in The American Legion Magazine (January 2017, page 43) that someone 
in North Korea mistakenly allowed access to the country's domain name server.  Sadly, 
The American Legion Magazine is not available online but, an older article by Martyn 
Williams, "North Korea’s DNS files reveal few Internet websites" also shows North Korea 
has less than 30 registered internet domains and subdomains.  North Korea's "Internet" is 
secretive and goes no further than the country's border.  The Internet-like system links the 
country's universities and libraries and provides websites for: online search, purchasing 
tickets on North Korea's airline, obtaining insurance, sharing recipes, promoting national 
unity, promoting charity for elderly North Koreans, tourism, sports, news, etc. 
 
THE 2017 DEATHWATCH FOR TECH COMPANIES 
Arstechnica.com developed a short list of high Tech "dead companies walking" for 2017 
that includes: Yahoo!, Yik Yak, Twitter, Theranos, HTC, Gearbox Software and 
Blackberry.  Ars Technica writers state, "'Deathwatch' is not a prediction of actual 
corporate demise."   The Ars Technica list of losers for 2016 predicted the imminent 
demise of several companies that are still in business but continue to lose money. 
 
WILL APPLE TURN AROUND ITS FORTUNES IN 2017? 
Apple revenue is down 9% and net income down 19% compared to the fourth quarter of 
2015.  Despite Samsung's incendiary Galaxy Note 7 woes, Apple's revenue fell primarily 
due to declining iPhone sales.  Cult of Mac writer Killian Bell suggests that declining sales 
at Apple "Isn’t the start of a miserable demise."  The 10th anniversary of the iPhone is 
approaching and Apple is expected to roll out a very special iPhone with the next upgrade.  
Unlike Blackberry, Apple is a company that freelance writer Luke Dormehl believes to be 
too large to fail.  Killian Bell is outspoken regarding Apple disappointing in 2016.  
However, he believes that 2017 will usher in significant and innovative changes at Apple. 
 
THE 2017 CONSUMER ELECTRONICS SHOW (CES) 
Promises from the 2016 show were so underwhelming that the January 2017 show is sure 
to be an improvement (see "CES 2016 was as drab as the rest of the year").  In spite of 
the hype, or lack thereof, the internet is full of speculation on promising trends for this 
year's show.  I get the impression that writers at The Verge aren't impressed with the CES 
hype (see: "First Click: What to expect from alternate reality CES 2017").  Digital Trends 
writer Jeremy Kaplan suggests that the 9 biggest trends at the 2017 CES will be: 
1.  You’ll actually want a digital assistant 
2.  Big brands will get innovative 
3.  HD audio will make (another) comeback 
4.  AR/VR will get real 
5.  Everybody will fight Tesla 
6.  There will be 4,000 4K announcements 
7.  You’ll fear for your safety 
8.  We’ll get 5G phones 
9.  Digital Trends will be everywhere 

http://www.northkoreatech.org/2016/09/21/north-koreas-dns-files-reveal-internet-websites/
http://arstechnica.com/staff/2016/12/deathwatch-2017-the-most-endangered-tech-companies/
http://www.cultofmac.com/460420/will-apple-turn-around-fortunes-2017/#more-460420
http://www.theverge.com/circuitbreaker/2016/12/30/14123346/ces-2016-retrospective-laptops-gadgets-hype-oled-hdr-tvs
http://www.theverge.com/2016/12/29/14111428/first-click-ces-2017-alternate-reality-what-to-expect
http://www.digitaltrends.com/features/9-trends-to-watch-at-ces-2017/
http://www.digitaltrends.com/features/9-trends-to-watch-at-ces-2017/
http://www.digitaltrends.com/
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RUSSIAN HACKERS TAMPERED WITH THE 2016 ELECTION? 
Writing for Ars Technica, Dan Goodin says that the White House failed to show that the 
Russians tampered with the election.  While hacking occurred that exposed Democratic 
National Committee, Democratic Congressional Campaign Committee, and Clinton 
Campaign Chief John Podesta’s email, many independent security experts say that 
practically no way exists to verify the origins of the attacks.  A13-page report, published 
jointly by the Dept. of Homeland Security and the FBI, "provides almost none of the 
promised evidence linking them to breaches that the Obama administration claims were 
orchestrated in an attempt to interfere with the 2016 presidential election."  President 
Obama promised newly declassified intelligence into Russian hackers' "tradecraft and 
techniques" but delivered in the joint report, generic methods used by practically all state-
sponsored hackers.  For more information, see the linked article above. 
 
POLICE SEEK AMAZON ECHO DATA IN MURDER CASE 
Perhaps one of the hottest products this Christmas is the Amazon Echo.  Police in 
Bentonville, Arkansas issued a warrant for Amazon audio recordings and data from an 
Echo device belonging to James Andrew Bates.  Mr. Bates will soon be tried for first-
degree murder for the death of Victor Collins.  Amazon has refused to hand over the data, 
but this case has raised questions about privacy, security and the capabilities of devices 
like the Amazon Echo.  Certain words (e.g., "Alexa") activate the Echo to listen and 
record.  However, it's believed this "Internet of Things" device could be alerted to listen by 
accident.  Mr. Bates had other Internet of Things devices in his home (e.g., a water meter 
that "shows that 140 gallons of water were used between 1AM and 3AM the night Collins 
was found dead in Bates' hot tub").  The Bentonville police believe that the water was 
used to wash away evidence of the crime from the patio where the hot tub was located. 
 
MICROSOFT'S MARKETING OF WINDOWS 10 TOO AGGRESSIVE 
Microsoft's Chief Marketing Officer, Chris Capossela explained in the Windows Weekly 
Show #497 (17:40), hosted by Leo Laporte, Mary Jo Foley and Paul Thurrott that 
Microsoft was too aggressive in pushing out the free Windows 10 upgrade.  Mr. 
Capossela further explained, "there was one particular moment in particular where, you 
know, the redX in the dialog box which typically means you cancel didn’t mean cancel."  
Writing for ghacks.net, Martin Brinkmann says that Microsoft’s explanation for pushing 
Windows 10 upgrades raises more questions than it gives answers.  Microsoft thrust the 
Windows 10 upgrade upon its users in a way that made it increasingly difficult to ignore.  
Changing the redX close button of the "Get Windows 10 Upgrade" to mean OK was 
malicious.  Many think the malware-like tactics that Microsoft used in the "Get Windows 10 
Upgrade" have damaged their reputation and will ultimately result in a loss of customers. 
 
CONSUMER REPORTS WILL NOT BOW TO APPLE PRESSURE 
Writing for TechEye, Nick Farrell says that Consumer Reports is standing by their review 
of the MacBook Pro.  For the first time, Consumer Reports will not recommend a MacBook 
Pro model in their review of notebook computers.  Consumer Reports observed battery life 
of the new MacBook Pro ranging from 4 to 19 hours.  Apple’s VP of Marketing, Phil 

http://arstechnica.com/security/2016/12/did-russia-tamper-with-the-2016-election-bitter-debate-likely-to-rage-on/
https://www.engadget.com/2016/12/27/amazon-echo-audio-data-murder-case/
https://twit.tv/shows/windows-weekly/episodes/497?autostart=false
https://twit.tv/shows/windows-weekly/episodes/497?autostart=false
https://www.ghacks.net/2016/12/25/microsofts-explanation-for-pushing-windows-10-upgrades-raises-questions/
http://www.techeye.net/news/consumer-reports-will-not-bow-to-apple-pressure
http://www.techeye.net/news/consumer-reports-will-not-bow-to-apple-pressure
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Schiller said the Apple is working with Consumer Reports to understand their review.  The 
battery life that Consumer Reports observed confirmed user complaints. 
 
PATCH TUESDAY FOR MICROSOFT AND ADOBE UPDATES 
The second Tuesday of each month brings fresh updates from Microsoft and Adobe.  The 
Microsoft patch for December included bug fixes for the Edge browser and patches for 
Windows and Microsoft Office that will prevent remote code execution.  The December 
patch for Adobe includes a zero-day Flash Player fix (included with Microsoft's bundled 
Adobe fix).  By default, most computers download and install updates automatically. If you 
get updates manually, consider downloading and installing this Microsoft patch for 
December 2016.  Francis Navarro, writing for Komando.com, provides instructions for 
downloading and installing updates or checking update status. 
 
AMD’S RYZEN CPU BENCHMARKS LEAKED 
If you will be shopping for a new computer in 2017, you should consider waiting for the 
release of AMD's Ryzen CPU.  Engineering samples of the processor have been tested 
and the benchmarks leaked on the French magazine Canard PC.  Writing for 
techradar.com, Darren Allan says, that pre-release samples of the CPUs "are more 
constrained, and afflicted by bugs."  Processors are typically optimized for benchmark 
tests to include games.  These pre-release samples are unlikely to have been optimized 
(i.e., they will perform much better when released to the public).  Power usage was 
measured at 93 watts for the pre-release 3.4 GHz model.  The best of this line of new 
CPUs is said to run at almost 5 GHz and will sell for half the price of Intel's i7 CPU.  

 
 
NOTE… Please email me with suggestions for YOUR Newsletter and remember the FPCUG 
does not endorse products or services of any kind.  - 

http://www.komando.com/happening-now/383172/top-story-7-critical-microsoft-and-adobe-threats-to-fix-hackers-already-using-one-to-spread-malware
http://www.techradar.com/news/amds-ryzen-benchmarks-get-leaked-and-theyre-jaw-dropping
http://cdn.mos.cms.futurecdn.net/SAQNSDEGUg6kKhJganmrF5-650-80.jpg
http://cdn.mos.cms.futurecdn.net/SAQNSDEGUg6kKhJganmrF5-650-80.jpg


6 
 

EVENTS IN COMPUTER HISTORY  
(Paraphrase and additions to the Iceni Technology Blog by Iceni Technology Contributor Rebecca Coe 
and historical data from the website http://www.computerhope.com/history/) 
 
-- Jan 1 -- 

Computers continued to work and the world did not end on 
January 1, 2000 as some feared might happen due to the year 
2000 bug.  The Year 2000 bug was predicted to wreak havoc 

with IBM computers using a two-digit year date stamp. 
 
-- Jan 1 -- 
Hewlett Packard was founded in a garage in Palo Alto, CA by Bill 
Hewlett and David Packard (1939).  The company remains in 
Palo Alto in much nicer buildings. 
 
-- Jan 2 -- 
Bill Gates, Paul Allen, and Monte Davidoff announced Altair BASIC (1975). 
It was Microsoft's first product (as Micro-Soft).  Altair BASIC was the start of the Microsoft 
BASIC product range. 
 
-- Jan 3 -- 

 

Apple Computer, Inc. was incorporated (1977) by Steven Jobs and Stephen 
Wozniak. 

 

-- Jan 4 -- 
The HP-35 is introduced by Hewlett-Packard (1972).  It is the first scientific 
handheld calculator and ended the reliance on slide rules.  The HP-35 was 
named for its 35 keys, weighed nine ounces, and sold for $395. 
 
-- Jan 7 -- 

 
Ivan Sutherland introduced the Sketchpad submitting his PhD 
thesis to MIT (1963).  Using the Sketchpad, a user could create 
and manipulate graphical figures with a light pen.  Mr. Sullivan’s 
thesis provided the basis for later graphical user interfaces and is 
considered one of the seminal papers in computer science. 
 

 

-- Jan 7 -- 
The Commodore 64 was released by Commodore International 
(1982).  It featured a 6510 processor, 64KB RAM, 20 KB ROM 
and Microsoft BASIC for $600. 
 

-- Jan 9 -- 
Apple introduced iTunes (2009) at the Macworld Expo in San Francisco, for organizing 
and playing digital music and videos. 

http://www.iceni.com/blog/events-in-computing-history-%e2%80%93-september/
http://www.computerhope.com/history/
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/f/fd/C64GS-Console-Set.jpg/2560px-C64GS-Console-Set.jpg
http://www.drivethedistrict.com/content/uploads/2013/07/HP_Garage1.jpg
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/9/9c/Hp35s_Calculator.jpg/200px-Hp35s_Calculator.jpg
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-- Jan 12 -- 
In Arthur C. Clarke's 2001: A Space Odyssey, the fictional HAL 9000 computer 
became operational.  In the 1968 movie, the computer states, "I am a HAL 
9000 computer, Production Number 3.  I became operational at the HAL Plant 
in Urbana, Illinois, on January 12, 1997."  The fictional HAL will soon be 19 -.  
In reality, no sign of a super-intelligent, human-like HAL computer is in sight. 
 
-- Jan 15 -- 

Ralph Baer patented the first video game system (1968).  His “Brown 
Box” system, wrapped in brown tape to simulate wood veneer, was 
licensed to Magnavox and after being renamed the Magnavox 
Odyssey, the console was released to the public in 1972. 
 

-- Jan 15 -- 
On Jan. 15, 1990, AT&T experienced serious long distance telephone connection 
problems due to a computer glitch (i.e., a cascade switching failure). 
 
-- Jan 16 -- 
Apple launched the Macintosh Plus on Jan. 16, 1986.  This third 
Macintosh model released débuted at an introductory price of $2,599.  It 
was the first Mac model to contain an SCSI port that allowed users to hook 
up external devices such as tape drives and hard disks.  It was also the 
first Mac that could run the System 7 OS. 
 

-- Jan 18 -- 
 
 
On Jan. 18, 1982, Time Magazine is released with its first cover dedicated 
to video games with the title "Video Games Are Blitzing the World." 
 
 
 

 
-- Jan 19 -- 
Apple launched the Apple Lisa (1983).  Lisa" stood 
for "Local Integrated Software Architecture."  It was 
also the name of Apple co-founder Steve Jobs' 
daughter.  The Lisa was the first commercial 
computer with a Graphical User Interface (GUI).  
Prior to this point, computers were text based.  The 
final revision of Lisa (Lisa 2/10) was modified, 
rebranded, and sold as the Macintosh XL.  Working 
Apple Lisa computers are rare and collectable.  A 
working Apple Lisa can fetch $2,500 on eBay. 
 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Magnavox_Odyssey
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Magnavox_Odyssey
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/9/99/Magnavox-Odyssey-Console-Set.jpg/1920px-Magnavox-Odyssey-Console-Set.jpg
http://www.1000bit.it/lista/a/apple/mac_plus.jpg
http://img.timeinc.net/time/magazine/archive/covers/1982/1101820118_400.jpg
http://images.techhive.com/images/article/2013/01/lisa_machine-100023040-gallery.jpg
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-- Jan 19 -- 
Launched in 1989, the Macintosh SE/30 was powered by a Motorola 
60030 CPU, had 128Kb RAM, a built-in hard drive and a 1.4Mb 
floppy that could read PC disks.  The Macintosh SE/30 sold for 2 
years (1989-1991).  It was the fastest and most expandable of 
Apple’s black and white compact computers. 

 
-- Jan 21 -- 
The domain twitter.com was established (2000). 
 
-- Jan 23 -- 

Robert Noyce conceived of the idea for a practical integrated circuit on 
Jan. 23, 1959.  As a co-founder and research director of Fairchild 
Semiconductor, Robert Noyce was responsible for the initial 
development of the silicon mesa and planar transistors which led to 
commercially applicable integrated circuits.  In 1968, Noyce went on to 
found Intel Corp. with Gordon Moore and Andy Grove. 
 

 

-- Jan 24 -- 
Steve Jobs introduced the Macintosh 128K (All-in-One Computer) on 
Jan. 24, 1984.  The Macintosh 128K was initially released as simply 
the “Apple Macintosh.”  This was the first mass-market personal 
computer featuring an integral graphical user interface and mouse. 
When the Macintosh 512K was released, it was renamed the 
Macintosh 128K, to differentiate between the two.  The Macintosh 
128K was discontinued in October 1985.  It originally cost $2,495. 
 
-- Jan 25 -- 

 
 
 
 
Thomas T. Goldsmith Jr. and Estle Ray Mann 
filed patent #2,455,992 describing one of the first 
computer games, an artillery simulator, played 
on a CRT Jan. 25, 1947. 
 
 
 

 

-- Jan 25 -- 
A robot killed a Michigan auto worker.  25-year old Robert Williams was the first human to 
be killed by a robot.  The accident at the Ford Motor Company resulted in a $10 million 
dollar lawsuit.  The jury deliberated for two-and-a-half hours before announcing the 

http://www.computerhistory.org/tdih/January/25/
http://www.vectronicsappleworld.com/archives/vintage/images/0013/snap10.jpg
https://image.freepik.com/free-vector/twitter-social-network-icon-vector_652139.jpg
http://m.eet.com/media/1121190/firsticfairchild.jpg
http://apple-history.com/images/models/128k.jpg
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/2/2d/Cathode_ray_tube_amusement_device_-_schematic.jpg/1920px-Cathode_ray_tube_amusement_device_-_schematic.jpg
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decision against Unit Handling Systems, a division of Litton Industries.  It ordered the 
manufacturer of the one-ton robot that killed Williams to pay his family $10 million.  The 
robot was designed to retrieve parts from storage, but its work was deemed too slow. 
Williams was retrieving a part from a storage bin when the robot's arm hit him in the head, 
killing him instantly.  In the suit, the family claimed the robot had no safety mechanisms, 
lacking even a warning noise to alert workers that it was nearby. 
 
-- Jan 26 -- 

 
Lotus 1-2-3 was released Jan. 26, 1983.  
Lotus is now owned by IBM.  The Lotus 1-2-3 
program was known as the IBM PC’s first 
“killer application.”  A killer application is 
defined as being so essential that it proves the 
core value of some larger technology that 
consumers would buy just to run the 
application (e.g., the IBM PC and/or the IBM 
OS/2).  Lotus 1-2-3 had a spreadsheet, basic 
database and integral graphing/charting. 
 

 
-- Jan 30 -- 
Microsoft Windows Vista and Office 2007 were both released Jan. 30, 2007.  Vista was 
not well received.  It was found to contain bugs that users and IT professionals believed 
should have been eliminated during the development process.  Office 2007 received 
generally positive reviews. 
 
-- Jan 30 -- 
The Commodore 128 was released (1985).  The Commodore 128 
was the last machine Commodore Business Machines (CBM) 
released commercially.  It was discontinued in 1989.  Due partially 
to strong competition in the personal computing market by IBM and 
Apple, the company went bankrupt in 1994. 
 
-- Jan 30 -- 

 
 
Jerry and David’s guide to the World Wide Web 
(better known as Yahoo!) launched (1994).  The 
name “Jerry and David’s guide to the World Wide 
Web” refers to founders Jerry Yang, who resigned in 
2012, and David Filo.  The name was changed 3 
months after launch to Yahoo!  The yahoo.com 
domain was created in Jan. 1995. 

https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/3/3c/Lotus_1-2-3_9.8_Windows.png
https://www.c64-wiki.com/images/thumb/d/dc/C128.jpg/400px-C128.jpg
http://www.vincentabry.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/02/Jerry-and-Dave-Yahoo.jpg

